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Opening Words from the Minister

Every year at the time of the apple harvest, 
my friend’s friend Walter and his father would 
fill up bushel baskets of apples to take to the 
family orchard’s apple cellar. Walter’s father 
would climb down a rickety ladder into the 
dark cellar, and then Walter would hand the 
apples to him. It was there, at the edge of 
the cellar, that Walter says he first learned 
the meaning of trust. He remembered being 
no more than three or four years old and 
feeling both frightened and intrigued by that 
mysteriously deep hole. But the ladder was too 
unstable and the rungs too far apart for his 
small legs to climb down.
 
“Walter, just jump!  I’ll catch you,” his father 
called to him.
 
He couldn’t see his father in the darkness, 
but he closed his eyes and jumped. It felt as 
though he was falling forever, and then…  His 
father caught him.
 
Trust. Five letters and a lifetime of experience, 
good or bad, found or lost, easy or impossible 
to live. Some of us may put our faith in the 
divine, trusting that God or the universe will 
work things out for us. 

Others of us put our faith in humanity, or 
those we love the most. It truly takes a leap 
of faith to trust someone or something. It’s 
amazing when you leap into the unknown and 
someone safely catches you. That can be one of 
the purest moments of joy in our lives.
 
But let’s be honest, it’s the rare person who 
hasn’t experienced some betrayal of trust in 
their lifetime. Trust is a challenging topic, 
especially in these times when many of the 
institutions we once relied upon no longer 
seem trustworthy.
 
So this month, I invite you take a leap of faith 
into the topic of trust. We’ll be looking at ways 
to trust in the abundance of our lives, as well 
as look at models for healing after trust has 
been lost. Your presence and your experiences 
will deeply enrich the journey we share.
 
If you have thoughts about trust, send them to 
me. I’m always in search of good stories and 
reflections to share.
 
In trust and in faith,
 
- Rev. Diane

Daring to Trust

Weekly Sunday services begin 
at 10:30 a.m. (unless noted). 

Childcare is available from 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Do you know that you can read 
and listen to past sermons 
online?

https://www.ucmtl.ca/sunday-services/
https://www.ucmtl.ca/sermons/
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Sunday, May 5, 10:30 a.m.
 Stone Soup: Trusting We Have Enough

A packet of resources about trust is now available. Please email office@ucmtl.ca in order to 
request a digital copy. 

Theme for This Month: Trust

As we gather for our all-ages service before BidSunday, we’ll explore the classic folk tale Stone 
Soup. What magic, abundance, and delicious things can happen when each of us brings a little 
bit of our time, talent, and treasure?  Join us to celebrate the gifts that each of us bring to our 
community! 

Note: This will be a shorter than usual service, followed by our BidSunday service auction and festivities. 
Immediately following BidSunday, many of us will travel together to join a human chain of inclusion in support of 
religious and individual freedom of conscience. See details elsewhere in this newsletter and Week at Glance.

- Rev. Diane Rollert, Katharine Childs, music by Sandra Hunt and Eleuthera Diconca-Lippert

Sunday, May 12, 10:30 a.m.
 Trusting the World Will Still Be Here

Oh Mother Earth, will you still be a loving home to the many generations to come? On this 
Mother’s Day Sunday, we consider the greatest mother of us all, and the trust it takes to bring 
children into the world today.

- Rev. Diane Rollert, music by Sandra Hunt and Eleuthera Diconca-Lippert

Sunday, May 19, 10:30 a.m.
 When Trust is Broken: Models of Repair

How fortunate are the few who have never experienced having their trust betrayed in some way, 
large or small. The truth is, most of us have had a precarious relationship with trust at some 
point in our lives. This Sunday we’ll explore some models for repairing trust and healing our 
souls. Imam Musabbir Alam, co-founder of the Canadian Muslim Alliance, will join Rev. Diane
to share in the exploration of this topic, in recognition of the month of Ramadan.

- Rev. Diane Rollert and Imam Musabbir Alam, music by Sandra Hunt

Sunday, May 26, 10:30 a.m.
 Trusting in the Grace of Aging

The prospect of growing older and living through physical and mental changes can seem 
daunting. This Sunday, spoken-word performance artist Carole Tenbrink will share her own 
story of learning how to trust and embrace the grace of aging.
 

- Carole Tenbrink, music by Eleuthera Diconca-Lippert and Lillias Lippert

Worship Calendar for May

mailto:office%40ucmtl.ca?subject=
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Dear Friends,

As spring arrives around us, I’m excited to explore our May theme of Trust.  I hope you’ll join 
us for our first Sunday of the month all ages service, centred on the classic folk tale Stone Soup.  
Don’t forget your donations to The Depot (formerly the NDG Food Depot), which we collect the 
first Sunday of the month.  

This first Sunday of the month (May 5) will also be our annual BidSunday event, after the service 
- I really encourage your family to attend!! If you have kids who’d love to help, we’d love to give 
them a job during the service or BidSunday.  Kids make great Greeters, Chalice Lighters, and 
other roles. Please email Katharine (dre@ucmtl.ca) to find out more!

On May 12, we’ll be holding our annual CycloFemme ride (celebrating and supporting women’s 
cycling!).  We’ll be departing from the church at 1:00 p.m. (gather at 12:45 p.m. on the church 
front steps).  This family-friendly ride will follow Montreal’s bike path network, and will 
include a snack break. Please note that it will be canceled in the event of rain!

Lastly, an early reminder that Sunday, June 2, is our all ages Flower Communion service. It will 
be the last Sunday of RE programming for the spring of 2019.  The nursery and the PrayGround 
will be available over the summer.  In addition, we’re planning an exciting series of family-
friendly rituals over the summer. Look out for updates at the beginning of June.

I am looking forward to a rich time together in May - I trust that we’ll have great stories and 
great conversations!

- Katharine Childs

Message from RE

CycloFemme Family Bike Ride
Sunday, May 12, 12:45 p.m.

Join the international movement to support and promote 
women’s cycling with a family-friendly ride for all 
ages and all genders on Montreal’s bike path network.  
Departing from the Unitarian Church of Montreal’s front 
steps and ending up at a metro station with elevators 
for easy return home, we’ll explore the city with good 
friends.  Bring your bike, helmet, a water bottle, sun 
protection, and a snack.  In case of rain, the ride will not 
take place!  

May Newsletter

Childcare is available every Sunday during service hours, from September through May.  The 
nursary is always open to families who would like to use it. The sound system is connected so the 
service can be heard. To inquire about childcare outside Sunday service hours, you may contact 
childcare@ucmtl.ca for more information or visit the RE section of our website. 

May Childcare 

mailto:dre%40ucmtl.ca?subject=
mailto:childcare%40ucmtl?subject=
https://www.ucmtl.ca/what-is-re/
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Notes from the Choir Director

Phoenix Community Choir Rehearsal
Thursdays, 7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary or Children’s Chapel
Contact: Eleuthera Diconca-Lippert at 
choir@ucmtl.ca

Join this loving and supportive community, 
which rehearses every Thursday from 7:00 
to 8:30 p.m. Their goal: to learn beautiful, 
accessible and fun songs from around the 
world, which they perform in a Sunday 
morning service once a month. Next month 
they will be performing on June 9.

To make our transformation from Parts in Peace to the Phoenix Community Choir complete, 
here is our beautiful new logo to go along with our inspiring new name!

mailto:choir%40ucmtl.ca?subject=
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All that to say, the fact is that bees and other pollinators are in danger of going extinct because 
of toxic pesticide and fungicide use. The Varrao mite and Colony Collapse Disorder is a topic very 
near to my heart.  It can be easy to feel overwhelmed and unsure as to what to do, so I thought I 
would include some proactive ways that we can help them flourish:

In response to the April all-ages service on 
pollinators, I thought it fitting to let those of 
you who don’t know in on a little secret: I was 
an environmental activist and urban farmer 
for many years.  

I did internships and worked on farms across 
Canada and was self-sufficient in growing my 
own fruits, vegetables and herbs for a decade.  
I even facilitated collective gardening sessions 
for Action Communiterre in the Phoenix 
Garden behind our church.  In fact, I came to 
share the fruits of our labour and meet you all 
at a Sunday service at the end of one season! 

Protect the Pollinators!

Notes from the Choir Director (continued)

1) Ban chemical pesticide, fungicide and herbicide use, 
especially neonicotinoids

2) Support local organic small-scale agriculture 

3) Plant pollinator gardens including species of plants they 
can subsist on year round and a water source they won’t 
drown in (by putting rocks that jut out that they can drink 
from)

4) Build pollinator habitat for them (like a bird house, but for bees and other pollinating insects)

5) Keep the habitat they already have intact.  Leave the leaves and dead plants from last year on the 
ground in the Spring until it is consistently above 10 degrees.  That’s where they over-winter, so in 
“cleaning” your garden too early you’re actually killing your pollinators.  In fact, unless the plant 
parts are diseased, there is no reason to ever remove the leaves from your garden.  Inspired by the 
resilience and self-sufficiency of natural systems, many permaculturalists leave plant detritus down 
year-round as pollinator habitat and mulch to feed the soil and retain moisture.

To find out more: http://bit.ly/2VmKW4e

- Eleuthera Diconca-Lippert

http://bit.ly/2VmKW4e
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Notes from the Music Director

Music for an Afternoon
Wednesday, May 15, 1:45 p.m.

Our guest pianist this month is Leonardo Escobar, pianist. He will be performing a Haydn 
Sonata, the Bach Violin Chaconne arranged by Brahms for piano, and several works by Scriabin, 
including the Sixth Sonata.

Originally from Montería, a city on the north coast of Colombia, Leonardo Escobar is currently 
doing a Master’s degree in Piano Interpretation with Paul Stewart at the University of Montreal.  
He has played as a soloist with the Symphonic Orchestra of the National Conservatory of 
Colombia, the Chía Symphonic Band and the Valle Symphonic Band in Colombia. He has also 
given piano recitals and chamber music in major cities in Colombia as well as in Lima, Peru and 
Montreal. In addition, Leonardo frequently collaborates with tuba player Fredy Romero, with 
whom he has just recorded his first CD called “TubaFortePiano”.
 

SECC News

SECC Workshop: Using Social Media Effectively in Community Action
Thursday, May 9, 12:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Thomas Room

Join us for this amazing workshop given by our very own UCM communications specialist, 
Kat Bélisle. Learn how to use Facebook and Twitter effectively in all your community action 
activities. A soup and bread lunch will be provided. Spaces are limited so please register early 
to guarantee your place. Contact: Susan Fitch 514-733-8935, susanruthfitch@yahoo.ca.

SECC and RE Soup Team Fundraiser Lunch for Camp Cosmos
Sunday, May 12, 12:30 p.m.
Phoenix Hall

Since 1971 Camp Cosmos has been providing local urban kids from a wide range of cultural 
backgrounds and family income levels with inspiring and empowering summer camp activities 
and the opportunity to connect with nature. Please be with us to enjoy a delicious lunch of 
David and Jim’s mouth-watering home-made soup, combined with a delectable array of goodies 
prepared by Social and Environmental Concerns Committee members, and make a donation to 
help give kids from low-income families a fantastic Camp Cosmos experience this summer. The 
kids will thank you!

Contact: Susan Fitch 
514-733-8935, susanruthfitch@yahoo.ca

Christina Duvander 
514-630-7523, cduvander@gmail.com

mailto:susanruthfitch%40yahoo.ca?subject=SECC%20Workshop
mailto:susanruthfitch%40yahoo.ca?subject=SECC%20Workshop
mailto:cduvander%40gmail.com?subject=
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SECC Living in Harmony Film Series: Pride & The True Story 
Sunday, May 26, 12:30 p.m.
Thomas Room

It’s the summer of 1984, Margaret Thatcher is in 
power and the National Union of Mineworkers 
is on strike, prompting a London-based group 
of gay and lesbian activists to raise money to 
support the strikers’ families. Initially rebuffed 
by the union, the group identifies a tiny mining 
village in Wales, and sets off to make their 
donation in person. As the strike drags on, the 
two groups discover that standing together 
makes for the strongest union of all. 

Based on the inspirational true story, this 2014 
British film stars Academy Award nominee 
Imelda Staunton, Golden Globe winner Bill Nighy, 
Golden Globe nominee Dominic West, and BAFTA 
winner Paddy Considine. Pride premiered at 
the 2014 Cannes Film Festival where it received 
a standing ovation, and went on to achieve 
wide critical acclaim.We will also be showing 
a behind-the-scenes documentary short film 
about the real-life activists: The True Story. 

SECC News (continued)

Contact: Susan Fitch 
514-733-8935, susanruthfitch@yahoo.ca

Sharing Our Gifts 

The Share the Plate Recipient for May:
Bienvenue à NDG is a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
facilitating the integration of immigrants (newly arrived or 
other) in the community of Notre-Dame-de-Grace as well as 
promoting intercultural relations. 

Money donated by the Unitarian Church of Montreal will be 
used towards Bienvenue à NDG’s French courses. Bienvenue 
à NDG has come to understand that the inability to speak 
French has become a major stress in the lives of newly arrived 
immigrants. It limits their access to services (that lack a staff 
that speaks other languages) and therefore makes it more 
difficult to integrate into the community. 

Bienvenue à NDG worked with volunteer teachers and NDG residents to develop a series of 
workshops teaching practical French to their participants (and other interested residents) for 
free. Free childcare is offered to make attendance possible. Unfortunately, Bienvenue à NDG no 
longer has the funding or resources to continue this program. The UCM’s contributions will go 
to support it.

mailto:susanruthfitch%40yahoo.ca?subject=SECC%20Film
https://santropolroulant.org/en/
http://www.ndg.ca/en/bienvenue-a-notre-dame-de-grace
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Board of Management News 

The Board of Management met on April 17, 2019. Prior to their meeting, the Board voted by 
email to join the Coalition Inclusion Quebec and to issue a statement against the CAQ’s
Bill 21. The statement can be found on the UCM website. At the meeting, the Board approved 
funds to be used for a new dishwasher, in the goal of increasing hospitality after Sunday services 
and at other times. The dishwasher will be purchased in the near future. Additionally the Board
was informed that Susan Fitch has stepped up to chair the Social and Environmental Concerns 
Committee (SECC), which had been in abeyance for several months since the last chairperson 
stepped down.

- Julie Golick, Church Administrator

Council News 

The Council, which includes representatives from all of the committees and groups in the 
church, will meet on May 8, 2019, at 6:30 p.m.

Garden Committee

It is time again to encourage our church greenery 
to grow happily and provide an inviting setting for 
members and passersby. 

Our activities will get into full swing in early May. If 
you would like to volunteer some of your time to try out 
your green thumb and join our convivial group, your 
enthusiasm is more important than your expertise.  
Interested? Contact either Barbara Goode 
(bgoode@sympatico.ca) or Nancy Lorimer 
(anancyddl@videotron.ca).

Theme-based ministry is a powerful way to focus the life of our congregation as we explore 
monthly themes during Sunday services, in small groups and through other activities. We’d like 
your input to help us choose the themes for our sixth year (September 2019 to June 2020).  Paper 
copies of the survey are available from the greeters’ table in the church lobby.

Le ministère thématique est un puissant moyen de centrer la vie de notre congrégation alors que 
nous explorons des thèmes mensuels pendant les célébrations du dimanche, en petits groupes 
et à travers d’autres activités. Nous aimerions vous demander votre participation pour nous 
aider à choisir les thèmes pour notre sixième année (Septembre 2019 à Juin 2020).  Des copies du 
sondage sur papier sont disponibles à la table d’accueil à l’église.

Theme-based Ministry Survey
s in Peace

mailto:office%40ucmtl.ca?subject=
mailto:bgoode%40sympatico.ca?subject=
mailto:anancyddl%40videotron.ca?subject=
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A Week to Explore Paris - Quai de Jemmapes ($425 per week)

Please note that the offer of a Paris apartment will once again be available to summer visitors. 
It is being offered in advance of BidSunday so that folks can make the necessary travel 
arrangements in a timely fashion. Please contact Petrina (membership@ucmtl.ca) if you are 
interested in renting the apartment.

Enjoy a vacation in our 6th floor tiny apartment overlooking the Canal Saint-Martin in the 
10th Arrondissement. The flat accommodates two people, maximum three. (N.B. no elevator) 
Available for five blocks of one week each, Monday to Sunday, on a weekly basis during the 
period July 22 – Aug. 23, 2019.  Each renter is required to contact the next renter in advance to 
plan for handing over the key. N.B. This offer is only open to attendees of the UCM or LUUC. 

BidSunday Auction

BidSunday, the annual UCM 
fundraising auction, will take place 

on Sunday, May 5, 2019, after the 
service.  

A light lunch will be 
served at 11:45 a.m. and 

childcare will be provided 
throughout the length of 

the event. 

How much are raffle tickets?
Raffle tickets cost $5 for one, $6 for two or $10 for six.

How do I participate?
You must first register for a paddle number (required for all participants) via the UCM website. 
You can also register for a paddle number before the Sunday service on May 5.

Download the BidSunday catalogue here. 

BidSunday Teaser

mailto:membership%40ucmtl.ca?subject=
https://www.ucmtl.ca
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/53a702d8e4b007c6678dc914/t/5cc61beab2512d0001909b1b/1556487148196/2019%2BBidSunday%2Bcatalogue.pdf
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The UCM Is Getting a New Dishwasher!

Why is the new dishwasher necessary, you may ask? Currently, the UCM kitchen dishwasher 
does not change its water after each load. Therefore, dishes have to be clean before going in as 
crumbs stay in the water for the next wash. The dishwasher can be drained manually, but this 
takes a great deal of time.

Recently, past President and former volunteer with the Hospitality Committee, Stas’ 
Mackiewicz, asked the Board of Management to provide a new dishwasher. There has long 
been talk at the UCM of the need for a new one. He explained that much of his time at the 
UCM over the past nine years “has been in front of the sink and dishwasher, initially as 
part of the Hospitality Committee and now supporting a special event here or there. Given 
[his] relationship with the current dishwasher and being the Past President on the Board of 
Management, [he] agreed to lead an ad hoc group of members and friends to explore improving 
and expanding our hospitality, particularly following Sunday services. The group expressed a 
unanimous opinion that the major roadblock in recruiting and retaining volunteers to work in 
the kitchen was dishwashing.” Stas’ then took these comments to the Board, with a request to 
buy a more effective and efficient dishwasher for the UCM kitchen. 

At the April meeting of the Board of Management, a motion to set aside the money to purchase 
the machine was unanimously approved. Our building manager, John Inder, administrator, Julie 
Golick, and rentals coordinator, Melani Litwack, then researched commercial kitchen equipment 
and talked to the company that services our current machine. John spoke with a representative 
of one of the major suppliers, who recommended two machines that meet the UCM’s needs. The 
Board approved John’s selection, and the new machine will be installed in a few weeks.   

What Need Does It Fill in our Community?
It currently takes one person 4 hours to clean up after an event like the Midday Meal. In the 
future, dishes will just need a quick scrape and rinse, but a bit of residue will not be a problem. 
This will save a great deal of time and energy, encouraging rental of our kitchen by external 
groups. 

Community meals, say Bill Gilsdorf and Susan Gyetvay, allow us to extend the time we all spend 
together, eat communally, and reach out to folks who may be hungry. Food and community are 
inseparable. As Zach Giordano once wrote, “Food is powerful. It brings us together, shapes our 
memories, and empowers our communities.” 

What Is Legacy Giving?

The money for our new dishwasher comes from the Phoenix Project Fund, lately increased by a 
generous legacy giving  donation from Sylvia Heuckendorff. A legacy gift refers to a major gift 
made during the donor’s lifetime or in death as part of their overall financial or estate planning. 
You will sometimes hear them talked about as “planned giving, memorial giving, or tribute 
gifts.” UCM members can make a legacy donation in several ways: via an insurance policy, 
through a transfer of shares, or by naming the UCM as a beneficiary in their will. Learn more 
about how you can share a lasting tribute that will make a difference in the lives of those in our 
community during our upcoming Legacy Giving Campaign in the month of May!
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Book Review: Surviving Civilization’s Collapse

- A review of CUSJ member Philip Symons’ concise guide, Surviving Civilization’s Collapse, 
written by Cym Gomery. 

I recently attended a small group video presentation (Regeneration by Daniel Wahl) and 
discussion on the subject of climate change. It was evident from the reactions of the attendees, 
that for some (activists and news junkies) the climate crisis was a familiar problem that they 
had been actively addressing, while for others, the prospect of massive death of our own species 
in the foreseeable future was something that they had previously not considered. In this latter 
group, the comments were all along the lines of “What can we do?”

Philip Symons’ little guidebook, which can be read in a couple of hours, was made for members 
of that second group, who have likely been concentrated on their lives and families, without 
the luxury or inclination to study this issue. Symons provides examples of societies that failed, 
and some that succeeded. If you have already read Jared Diamond’s Collapse, then skip ahead to 
Chapter 5 of Symons’ book, which looks at some possible solutions as follows:

Strengthen democracy. Symons looks at municipal, provincial, federal and world governance 
mechanisms, and some of the lessons here are: get involved in local decision-making processes 
and community groups; oppose trade deals like NAFTA; oppose corporate hegemony and fight 
for electoral reform away from our First-past-the-post system. (Tip: PEI and Québec are the 
provinces to watch… Québec premier François Legault has taken steps to legislate proportional 
representation, while PEI leaders say they will respect the will of voters on this issue.)

Promote equal distribution of wealth. Here, Symons’ suggestions will be familiar to garden-
variety activists: limit extremes of inequality through effective taxation; tackle tax havens; raise 
the minimum wage; introduce basic income. CUSJ’s 2019 AGM keynote speaker will provide 
many insights on this broad topic.

Encourage global population reduction. I differ with Symons on the inclusion of this one. It 
is obvious that there is a correlation between too many humans and too much CO2, but the 
“obvious” solutions that come to mind–suicide, infanticide, used in some primitive cultures–
are in fact not viable options here and now. Author Paul Ehrlich started exploring the subject of 
overpopulation decades ago, and over time his opinion evolved, so that his later book, One With 
Nineveh: Politics, Consumption, and the Human Future concluded counter-intuitively, that 
focussing on equalizing the prospects of all humans is the best way to reduce overpopulation 
(prosperous, egalitarian societies naturally produce less children). But we don’t time to wait for 
population numbers to fall “organically”!

Mitigate climate change and the impact of fossil fuels. This is a good one. Stop building 
pipelines. Stop destroying forests and plant trees… many trees. Go plant a tree now, if possible.

I encourage CUSJ members to buy this book and to read it. It is eminently readable (Symons’ 
writing skills having been honed by many years as editor of JUSTnews), and the elegant 
presentation includes some beautiful color photos, plus handy graphs and charts. If your church 
would like to order this book for your congregation, the best way to proceed is to contact your 
local independent bookstore and ask them to order it. This way you avoid paying postage. 
Bookshops and individuals can order the book at: philipsymons.ca.
be. 

http://philipsymons.ca/
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Seeking the Sacred in Stories
Tuesday, May 7, 12:00 to 1:15 p.m.
Thomas Room: Facilitated by Rev. Diane Rollert

Everyone is welcome to join us for our Seeking 
the Sacred in Stories group, which meets 
once monthly. Each month we read a short 
story and then share in conversation that’s 
often powerful and surprising. Copies of each 
month’s story can be found in Rev Diane’s 
mailbox in the upstairs hallway. Bring a brown 
bag lunch, if you’d like.

Monthly Events
s in Peace

See our monthly calendar on the UCM website!

Scrabble
Sunday, May 12, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
Phoenix Hall

You  are invited to a free game of Scrabble 
on the third Sunday of the month, following 
service and lunch. Come test your skills and 
vocabulary! For more information, you can 
contact Annie-Lou at 514-278-8956 or by 
email at annielouchester@gmail.com. 

Marie-Berthe Dion Issues 
Action Group
Wednesday, May 15, 10:30 a.m.
Garden Room

May’s topic: Organ Transplants and Medical 
Genocide. Senate Bill 240.

All are welcome at our monthly letter-writing 
meetings. We meet around a table for a brief, 
friendly and informal discussion of a current 
global concern. Background information is 
provided, including suggestions for action, 
usually letters to government officials or the 
media. Following the discussion, we may write 
individual letters or send emails. We benefit 
from sharing ideas and leave with a feeling of 
satisfaction that we have acted on our often 
unfulfilled good intentions. The responses 
to our letters indicate that our concerns have 
been noted. Join us! Bring writing paper and 
envelopes (or your electronic device). Bring 
a friend! More information? Contact Carol 
Greene at 514 933-4532, cpg4taxi@gmail.com.

Midday Meal & Music
Wednesday, May 15, 12:30 p.m. 
Phoenix Hall

All are welcome! The cost is $5 for a delicious 
hot meal with dessert, followed by a concert of  
classical music performed by advanced music 
students.  To enable our volunteer cooks to 
plan quantities, please reserve your place one 
week in advance by contacting the reservation 
coordinator, Valerie Broege, at 514-488-4670, 
or by email, at broegev@vaniercollege.qc.ca. 
Guests are welcome to join, as long as you 
include them in your advance reservation. 

Human Chain Against Bill 21
Sunday, May 5, 1:00 p.m.
Champs-des-Mars metro

Come join hands to form a human chain of 
inclusion on May 5 to show your solidarity with 
those who are affected by Bill 21, the ban on 
religious symbols. We’ll be leaving as a group 
from the Unitarian Church after the BidSunday 
events are over. We’ll arrive in time to join our 
part of the chain, which will be marked with 
white flags. People will begin gathering at 
1:00 p.m. Speeches and the formation of 
the chain will begin happening at 1:30 p.m. 
Portions of the chain will be led by teachers 
(section marked by blue flags), lawyers (section 
marked by yellow flags), political parties and 
unions (section marked by green flags) and 
citizens representing the religious and non-
religious communities of Québec (section 
marked by white flags). No posters or signs, 
please! All we need to bring is an open spirit 
to meet with our neighbours who oppose this 
bill.

https://www.ucmtl.ca/this-month
mailto:annielouchester%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:cpg4taxi%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:broegev%40vaniercollege.qc.ca?subject=
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Monthly Events (continued)
s in Peace

Collage Group
Sunday, May 26, 1:00 to 4:30 p.m. 
Garden Room

Join us for an afternoon of creative play and 
self-exploration using collage. We work 
quietly at our own pace (without instruction).
Materials are provided, but feel free to 
bring your own as well. No prior experience 
necessary. Please confirm your presence by 
contacting Avis Anderson or Janet Clancy at 
ucmcollage@gmail.com. If you would like 
access to childcare services, this is available 
upon request. 

Newcomers’ Corner
s in Peace

If you are somewhere around 18 to 40 years old, 
consider joining our “Youngish” mailing list 
by sending an email to office@ucmtl.ca, or by 
joining our Facebook group, “Young(ish) at 
UCM”. 

We’ll keep you posted and updated on the 
group’s activities, including potluck gatherings 
at different members’ homes and periodic 
gatherings with Rev. Diane.  

Gift Offerings
s in Peace

Why not consider presenting a beautiful flower 
arrangement one Sunday in memory of a loved 
one or to mark a special occasion? We have 
openings in the coming months! 

Maychai Brown 
maychaib@vl.videotron.ca
514-487-3236 

Fran Nottt
frances53@sympatico.ca
541-352-6847

Phone Contacts

It has been noted that some members and 
friends of this congregation live alone and 
may wish to have daily “check-in” phone 
contact. 
 
You can contact Patricia Philip by email at 
trish_philip@yahoo.ca or by phone, by 
dialing 514-342-6118 (between 9 a.m. and 9 
p.m.) to set up a mutually convenient time for 
these calls.

Java Jiving
s in Peace

Do you love coffee or tea? Do you drink it every 
Sunday? Having your favourite beverages 
available requires coordination and support. 
Our java jivers are looking for some folks who 
are willing to commit to making coffee one 
or two Sundays a month. We’ll train you and 
launch you on a future career as a barista. 
Without your help, Sundays could become very 
dry. See Fran Nott, frances53@sympatico.ca, 
today to sign up.

Awakening to Whiteness Book Club
Sunday, May 19, 12:30 p.m.
Thomas Room

Please join us to explore novels about what it 
means to be white; how it feels, the impact 
on others, and anything else we come up 
with. Each month we will discuss a novel in 
a safe and caring environment. Please send 
me an email if you would like more details: 
margot@margothovey.com. Our novel for 
May will be All Our Relations, by Tanya Talaga. 
See more details about this book in our Week 
At A Glance newsletters. 

mailto:ucmcollage%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:office%40ucmtl.ca?subject=
mailto:maychaib%40vl.videotron.ca?subject=
mailto:Frances53%40sympatico.ca?subject=
mailto:trish_philip%40yahoo.ca?subject=
mailto:frances53%40sympatico.ca?subject=
mailto:margot%40margothovey.com?subject=
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The Caring Network

The Caring Network provides notepaper and cards (displayed on the library desk after Sunday 
services) so that you can send greetings, get-well wishes, or condolences to members and friends. 
We address, stamp and mail the cards. We also send notes, on behalf of the UCM community, to 
individuals dealing with medical problems and to families mourning the death of a loved one. We 
have provided small gifts (potted plants) to shut-ins and a book (with a welcoming inscription) 
to parents of newborns. We enlist volunteer drivers to accompany individuals to appointments 
and ask others to make calls to ailing individuals to make sure they’re okay or to visit someone 
homebound or in hospital. Perhaps the most welcome gesture of the Caring Network is preparing 
and delivering food as needed. If you are interested in having your name added to our list of 
volunteers, please contact Elizabeth Anglin, elizang@sympatico.ca, 514-937-4095. 

The Caring Network Coordinator for May is Nancy Lorimer
Email: nancyddl@videotron.ca
Phone: 514-482-3205

-Janine Cobb and Elizabeth Anglin

Memorial Announcements
s in Peace

Our UCM administrator during the years before the fire on Simpson, Heather Gaunce, moved 
away to Kamloops and started a Unitarian community there as their chaplain.  Her daughter, 
Kathy, who stayed in the Montreal area, has recently died.  Thus there may be people in our 
congregation interested to attend her memorial and who the Gaunce’s would love to see again.

Al and Heather are having a celebration of life service for Kathy at the Ste-Geneviève United 
Church, 4697 Boul. St Jean, Dollard-des-Ormeaux, QC, on Saturday, May 25, at 2:00 p.m.

They invite you to join them to celebrate Kathy’s life and the joy she brought all of us. 

For those of you in the Pointe-Claire area who know Kathy’s community there, would you please let them 
know of this occasion, especially her schoolmates, knitting and handicraft group, and the Nova folks at 
the Pointe-Claire shops.

mailto:elizang%40sympatico.ca?subject=
mailto:nancyddl%40videotron.ca?subject=
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Joys and Concerns

We hold in our hearts....

…the family of Dr. Sketch Terry. Sketch died on Sunday, April 7, at the age of 96. He was a 
longtime member of our congregation. Sketch had been struggling with his health for many 
years, but always managed to arrange for long-stemmed roses to be displayed in our sanctuary 
annually in memory of his wife Ellen, to whom he was married for over 50 years, and in memory 
of his son Ronald. Sketch proudly participated in our Remembrance Day ceremony each year, in 
uniform, until very late in his life. Sketch often offered wise counsel and charmed many of us 
with stories about his work and his wartime experiences. 

...Denis Engels, husband of Mary-Louise Engels, who is now home from the hospital after a fall.

…Carol Ann S who is still recovering from surgery.

We rejoice with...

Hadeel Al Mohammad, oldest daughter of the Syrian family we sponsored two years ago. Hadeel 
who was married in April to her Syrian sweetheart from back home. He fled to Denmark during 
the war, and the two plan to return and settle in Montreal.

As always, you can write cards of care by picking up a card at the library in Phoenix Hall on 
Sundays. The Caring Network will deliver the cards for you. Your good wishes are always very 
appreciated by those who receive them. 

Oh spirit of connection

that holds us together in beloved community,

may we be fully present to each other.

May we listen with our whole selves,

may we each speak from our own truth,

may we bring our best selves to the 

conversation,

and may we weigh 

each thought

each concern,

each question,

with deep abiding care,

trusting the wisdom that comes

when all have spoken and all have been heard.

 
—Rev. Diane Rollert

Closing Words: 
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