
 

 

Stewardship Moment #1 from Prue Rains 
 

OUR CURRENT (2015) BUDGET AND PATTERN OF GIVING  

with implications for 2016 

 
The 2015 Budget   

Our budgeted expenses for 2015 come to $386,000 

1. That’s what it takes to for this community to provide the services we want 

2. The year 2016 is not likely to be cheaper 

 

We make about $34,000 by renting our facilities, and we draw approximately 

$100,00 from our invested funds .. which leaves $252,000 for us to pay .. 

CONSIDER THAT THE MAGIC NUMBER FOR THE MOMENT 

 

How Many People Do We Have to Share the TAB?  

In 2015, there were 79 Pledge Units .. a pledge unit can be one or two people 

 For example, Jim and I are one pledge unit but two people 

 So our seemingly large pledge of $4000 is actually a $2000 per person pledge 

 

I went through the list to find out that our 79 Pledge Units represent 98 people. 

There are another 50 people who didn’t pledge but who have so far given something 

98 plus 50 is 148, so let’s say we have 150 people to split the bill  

 

If I divide our expenses by the number of people who give:  

$252,000/150=$1680  

 

If 150 people equally gave $1680 per person, we’d get by (with an acceptable deficit)  

But of course that much is out of the question for many people, 

and not fair because our resources are not equal; fortunately 

some people can give more than that.  
 

How Much Are People Giving in 2015? 

The year isn’t over yet, so we can’t know yet what people who give without pledging will 

end up giving .. 

 

But people who pledge usually give what they say they will.  So how many of the 98 

pledgers will give $1680 ..(which for a two-person pledge unit would be $3360)  

 

In 2015, 21 people pledged over $1680 (8 of these pledged between $3000 to $8000 per 

person .. 

(another 36 pledged over $500; 19 pledged from $200 to $500  

that makes 91, the rest under $100) 

Stewardship Moment #2 from Prue Rains 
 

GUIDELINES FOR DECIDING HOW MUCH TO GIVE IN 2016 



 

 

Considering our expenses and the number of people who give, I told you last time that 

each person would need to give $1680 to cover our expenses.. (which, for two persons 

who pledge together would be $3360)  But why should everyone give equally, when our 

resources are unequal? Especially since this is a mutually supportive community. 

EQUAL IS NOT THE SAME THING AS FAIR.   
 

A FAIR GUIDELINE would adjust the amount people are expected to give to their 

income. Some religious communities expect their members to tithe, to give 10% of what 

they earn.  That’s a lot, but at least it’s fair: if you don’t earn much, you don’t give much; 

if you earn more, you give more.  

 

A few years ago, a suggested guideline here was 3% to 5% of our annual income. I 

thought about that and realized that I didn’t really KNOW what my income was (various 

sources, intermittent, do investments count?)… Maybe you don’t either; so here’s how I 

found out, and you can too 

 

Look at your 2014 tax return (2015 isn’t over yet) ..  

Line 260 on your federal return “This is Your Taxable Income” OR 

Line 299 on your Revenue Quebec return “Taxable Income”  (not total, not net) 

 the numbers won’t be exactly the same (go figure): pick the lower one 

(for me the federal number was lower; for Jim, the Quebec number was 

lower) 

Multiply by .05  (that will be 5% of your income) .. or .03 for 3% 

 

I did this for Jim and for me, and added it together ..it came to $6600 (more than 

the $4000 we gave for 2015  

We’re going to have to think about that .. the $4000 we give now is about 

3%, leaving room for other giving .. I think I’ve talked us into our going 

up to $5000 (or $2500 per person) 

 

SO HERE IS MY SUGGESTION 

Think about what you are giving on a per person not per household basis 

Determine what your taxable income is, and what 3% and 5% would be .. 

 

For some people 3% will be less than that $1680 per person amount .. 

For others 3% will be more than that $1680 per person amount 

And that way, it will all even out   

  

A DIFFERENT BUT FAIR EQUALITY THAT SUPPORTS US ALL  

The Canadian Unitarian Council suggests giving 3% of your income yearly 


